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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 28, 2013 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2013-0736 

27 MARGRANITA CRESCENT 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1946 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, hipped-roof, frame house with a partial-width inset porch on 

plain, square, wood posts; single, paired, and triple 2:2 horizontal configuration 

fenestration. 

RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1946 by Murray Graham, a local real estate developer.  The first 

owners and occupants of the house were Homer D. and Vela Walker, who lived here until 

around 1969.  Homer D. Walker was an attorney with offices downtown.  In the 1970s, the 

house was owned and occupied by Robert M. and Alane H. Peoples; he was a driver for a 

concrete company when he and Alane first moved into this house; by the late 1970s, he was 

a jeweler.  Kate Wagster, the proprietor of By George, a women’s clothing store on the Drag, 

was the owner and occupant of the house in the early 1980s. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any City survey. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage relocation over demolition, but release the permit after completion of a City of 

Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned 

sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.  While the 

house lacks the architectural and historical significance to warrant individual designation 

as a historic landmark, it represents a good example of post-World War II residential 

architecture in Tarrytown. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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27 Margranita Crescent 
ca. 1946 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
27 Margranita Crescent 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
September, 2013 
 
1992  John and Elizabeth Agee, renters 
  John:  Real estate 
  Elizabeth: Teacher, Eanes ISD 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that John and Elizabeth Agee were new residents 
at this address. 

 
1985-86 James Brown, owner 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that James Brown was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1981  Kate A. Wagster, owner 
  Proprietor, By George, women’s clothing, 2021 Guadalupe Street. 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Kate Wagster was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1977  Robert M. and Alane H. Peoples, owner 
  Jeweler 
 
1973  Robert M. and Alane H. Peoples, owners 
  Driver, Texas Materials, concrete, 816 W. 1st Street. 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Robert M. and Alane H. Peoples were new 
residents at this address. 

 
1968  Homer D. and Vela Walker, owners 
  Lawyer, 929 Littlefield Building 
 
1962  Homer D. and Vela Walker, owners 
  Lawyer, 929 Littlefield Building 
 
1959  Homer D. and Vela Walker, owners 
  Lawyer, 205 W. 7th Street. 
 
1954  Homer D. and Vela Walker, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1952  Homer D. and Vela Walker, owners 
  Lawyer, 209 W. 7th Street. 
 
1949  Homer D. and Vela Walker, owners 
  Lawyer, 209 W. 7th Street. 
 
1947  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Homer D. and Vela Walker are listed at 2000 Bremen Street; he was a 
lawyer with offices at 301 Nash Building, 618 Colorado Street. 
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Obituary of Homer D. Walker 

Austin American-Statesman, June 9, 1986 
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Obituary of Vela Walker 

Austin American-Statesman, September 22, 1996 
 

 
 

 
Building permit to Murray Graham for the construction of the house (1946) 
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Water service permit to Murray Graham for this address (1946) 

 
 

 
Sewer connection application to Murray Graham for this address (1946) 
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Building permit to Homer D. Walker for the construction of a frame rear addition (1949) 

 


